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In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized thereto hy their 
respective governments, have signed the present agreement. 

Claude M. MacDonald. 
Prince Ch'ing, 
Senior Member of the Tsung-li YameH. 

Liao Shou-Heng, 
President of Board of Punishments. 

Done at Peking in quadruplicate (four copies in English and four in 
Chinese) the 1st day of July in the year of our Lord 1898, being the 
13th day of the 5th moon of the 24th year of Kuang-hsii. 



identic notes exchanged between the united KINGDOM AND RUSSIA 

WITH REGARD TO THEIR RESPECTIVE RAILWAY INTERESTS IN CHINA. 1 

April 28, 1899. 
Sir 0. Scott to Count Mouravieff. 

The undersigned, British Ambassador, duly authorized to that effect, 
has the honour to make the following declaration to His Excellency 
Count Mouravieff, Eussian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Great Britain and Eussia, animated by a sincere desire to avoid in 
China all cause of conflict, on questions where their interests meet, and 
taking into consideration the economic and geographical gravitation of 
certain parts of that Empire, have agreed as follows : — 

1. Great Britain engages not to seek for her own account, or on 
behalf of British subjects or of others, any railway concessions to the 
north of the Great Wall of China, and not to obstruct, directly or 
indirectly, applications for railway concessions in that region supported 
by the Eussian Government. 

2. Eussia, on her part, engages not to seek for her own account, or 
on behalf of Eussian subjects or of others, any railway concessions in the 
basin of the Yangtze and not to obstruct, directly or indirectly, appli- 
cations for railway concessions in that region supported by the British 
Government. 

The two contracting parties, having nowise in view to infringe in any 
way the sovereign rights of China or existing treaties, will not fail to 

i Rockhill, p. 183. 
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communicate to the Chinese Government the present arrangement, which, 
by averting all cause of complications between them, is of a nature to 
consolidate peace in the Far East, and to serve the primordial interests 

of China herself. 

Charles S. Scott. 
St. Petersburg, April 28, 1898. 

Sir 0. Scott to Count Mouravieff. 

In order to complete the notes exchanged this day respecting the par- 
tition of spheres for concessions for the construction and working of 
railways in China, it has been agreed to record in the present additional 
note the agreement arrived at with regard to the line Shanhaikuan- 
Newchwang, for the construction of which a loan has been already con- 
tracted by the Chinese Government with the Shanghai-Hongkong Bank, 
acting on behalf of the British and Chinese Corporation. 

The general arrangement established by the above-mentioned notes 
is not to infringe in any way the rights acquired under the said loan 
contract, and the Chinese Government may appoint both an English 
engineer and an European accountant to supervise the construction of 
the line in question, and the expenditure of the money appropriated to it. 

But it remains understood that this fact cannot be taken as constitut- 
ing a right of property or foreign control, and that the line in question 
is to remain a Chinese line, under the control of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, and cannot be mortgaged or alienated to a non-Chinese company. 

As regards the branch line from Siaoheishan to Sinminting, in addi- 
tion to the aforesaid restrictions, it has been agreed that it is to be con- 
structed by China herself, who may permit European — not necessarily 
British — engineers to periodically inspect it, and to verify and certify 
that the work is being properly executed. 

The present special agreement is naturally not to interfere in any way 
with the right of the Kussian Government to support, if it thinks fit, 
applications of Bussian subjects or establishments for concessions for 
railways, which, starting from the main Manchurian line in a south- 
westerly direction, would traverse the region in which the Chinese line 
terminating at Sinminting and Newchwang is to be constructed. 

Charles S. Scott. 2 
St. Petersburg, April 28, 1899. 

2 The same, mutatis mutandis, was sent the same day by Count Mouravieff, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia, to Sir Charles Scott. 



